
Young people’s reasoning about individual and community rights 

Participation in a democratic society relies on a core set of competences, which include 
values, attitudes, skills, and knowledge and critical understanding of the self and others 
(Barrett, 2020). In these talks, the presenters will discuss various aspect of democratic 
competences with a focus on rights. In the first talk, Tenenbaum and colleagues will describe 
how a sample of 9-year-old pupils in Bulgaria, Italy, Norway, Romania, and Spain understand 
children’s rights and whether a curriculum designed to increase children’s democratic 
competences was effective. In the second talk, Flanagan and colleagues will discuss a project 
in which urban youth of colour engage in collective projects to mitigate environmental 
problems in their communities. The eco justice orientation of some of the environmental work 
develops youths’ awareness that they and their communities deserve rights to a safe, clean, 
healthy and sustainable environment. In the third talk, Gilles and colleague will discuss how 
adolescents in Barbados, Jamaica, and Trinidad and Tobago understand their socioeconomic 
rights. Emerging themes indicate support for youth’s right to self-determination in 
socioeconomic issues both at the personal (e.g., having a say in how money earned by youth 
is spent) and community level (e.g., participatory budgeting for local resources). Finally, 
Philipp Jugert will discuss the similarities across the talks. 
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