
Inter-individual differences in the antibullying intervention response 
 

After an initial attention on the global efficacy of antibullying interventions, in the last decade  
scholars have made an effort on understanding what is effective in the real context and which are 
the most effective components of a program (Gaffney, Ttofi, Farrington, 2021). However, until now 
only few studies have addressed the complementary question of “for whom” the antibullying 
interventions work, and, specifically why some children and adolescents seem not to benefit of the 
intervention. Identifying and understanding who do not respond to universal antibullying 
interventions, being them victims, bullies or defenders, is an important issue for tailoring selective 
and indicated programs able to meet the needs of all the children and adolescents. The symposium 
aims to gather and update the most recent findings on the inter-individual differences in antibullying 
intervention responsiveness focusing on three main dimensions: 1) to analyze the resistance to the 
intervention by different participant roles (bullies, victims, defenders and bully-victims); 2) to test 
the role of moderators of this resistance related to individual (i.e. environmental sensitivity, 
empathy, anxiety) and contextual factors (i.e. peer and parents rejection); 3) to test these effects 
manipulating the environment through different interventions. The discussion will address the 
implication of a “response-to-intervention framework” for the definition of a multitiered system of 
support providing a full continuum of supportive and effective interventions.  
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